
By Dr. Lawrence Jones II

Serenity Park has long been the center of activity 
in Lincoln Heights, but did you know its remarkable 
history?

The Park was a designated land grant for Black 
families in 1923. The land where the Park now sits 
represents the memory of the spirit of Black home 
ownership and the memory of Sam and Ella Moxley 
Jones. They were part of the spirit of making a new 
life in Ohio from the South. Sam Jones, an 
apprentice carpenter, was born in 1890 and was 
the oldest son of preacher John B.Jones and 
Carrie Jones in Sharpsburg, KY. He 
married Ella Moxley (the youngest 
child of Samuel and Lydia 
Glover Moxley) in 1916 in 
Mount Sterling, KY. He 
moved to Ohio with his 
wife, children, and 
in-laws (the Moxley 
family) in 1923.

The older siblings 
to Ella were 
Thomas Moxley, 
Daniel Moxley, 
Enoch Moxley, Julian 
Moxley, and sister Carrie 
Emily Moxley's son (Clay 
Bruton). They also moved to 
Ohio during this period from Mt. 
Sterling, Kentucky, to what is now the 
Village of Lincoln Heights. They all helped 
each other build and had their own homes. Sam 
Jones's mother-in-law, Lydia Glover-Moxley, 
moved to the Village of Lincoln Heights from Mt. 
Sterling, KY, in 1933. She taught elementary 
school in a building where the Village 
administration building now sits.

The Jones and Moxley families lived in an area 
encompassing three streets (Ste�en Ave, Byrd 
Ave, and Simmons Ave). Sam and Ella 
Moxley-Jones tended their vineyard and fruit 

groves, and white and Black families came from 
across the area to buy pears, plums, peaches, 
grapes, and apples. The Jones and Moxley families 
also raised chickens and pigs before the 1950 
zoning laws. Dr. Lawrence Jones, Sr. – Sam and 
Ella's youngest child, born at this location – 
donated the land for Serenity Park in (2011) in 
memory of his siblings (Samuel, Eleanor, Gladys, 
Esther, Orville, and Alvin) and the Spirit of Lincoln 
Heights. Killis Moxley (Daniel Moxley's child) and 
his wife Jean opened Moxley's Grocer Store, a 

Village staple for nearly 70 years.

Dr. Jones and his wife, Dr. Daisy Joiner-Jones, 
grew up in Lincoln Heights and graduated from 
Lockland Wayne High School in 1954 and 1955, 
respectively. In 1994, the Joneses were honored at 
the Wayne High School reunion as the only 
husband and wife graduates to earn their 
doctorates as Lockland Wayne alumni.

It sure was a busy summer in the Village, with all 
kinds of work being done thanks to the Reds 
Community Makeover! . All that work led up to the 
Corporate Employee Makeover on August 4, when , 
more than 500 volunteers came to the Village for 
the to help give the Village a new and vibrant look. 

The volunteers came from companies all across the 
region to upgrade  greenspaces, playgrounds and 
interior spaces throughout the Village. It was an 
amazing display of hard work, dedication, and 
kindness. 

The Community Makeover itself featured six 
projects  throughout  the village. Memorial Field 
playing field has been totally redone, as has its 
entryway, stands and handicap accessibility. Lincoln 
Heights Elementary received indoor and outdoor 
renovations, the installation of solar power, 
additional STEM resources and upgraded 
broadband access. Serenity Park has been totally 
redone. The Village Municipal Building’s greenspace 
has been updated and the Building itself has 

The History of Serenity Park

A Summer of Positive Change, Thanks
to the Reds Community Makeover

received interior renovations.  The teen room and 
outdoor recreation space at St. Monica’s Center  
have been renovated. Lincoln Heights Outreach 
Inc.’s clothing store and food pantry have been 
upgraded and a new adult learning space has been 
added. ; and The HealthCare Connection – Lincoln 
Heights Health Center received indoor and outdoor 
renovations and a brand new Mother’s Room.

“The Village is looking as good, if not better, than it 
ever has,” says (NAME). “The amount of work that’s 
been done is absolutely amazing. It’s so great to see 
these companies – and their employees – care so 
much about Lincoln Heights!” 

There is still plenty of work to be done to finish out 
these projects, and that work will continue over the 
coming days and weeks. We would like to thank the 
Cincinnati Reds and their partners from Cincinnati 
Children’s Hospital Medical Center, the Cincinnati 
Zoo & Botanical Garden, Procter & Gamble and 
General Electric  for  all their hard work and 
investment, and their dedication to our Village.
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Authorizing the Village Manager to prepare and submit project proposal(s) 
for funding through the 2022 Transit Infrastructure Fund Program and to 
execute contracts as required

Appointing James Willis to the Recreation Commision

Approving settlement agreement in mandamus action re public records 
request

Authorizing John Key as signer on The First Financial Bank, National 
Association Account connected with the general fund account for the Village 
of Lincoln Heights

Appointing Sequoia Wooten to the Recreation Commission

Appointing Morris Hodge to the Planning Commission

Authorizing a merit pay increase for Village Manager Joyce Powdrill

Authorizing John Key as a signer on The U.S. Bank National Association 
Account connected with the general fund account for the Village

Removing Donna Pope as signer on The U.S. Bank National Association 
Account connected with the general fund account for the Village

Passed  
  
 

Passed

Passed  
 

Passed

  
  
Passed 

Passed 

Passed

Passed

  
Passed

5.23.22  
  

6.16..22

6.16.22  
 

6.16.22

  
  
6.16.22

6.16.22

6.16.22

6.27.22

  
6.27.22

Resolution Overview Status Date

Here is a list of resolutions considered by the Village of Lincoln Heights Council 
from January – April 2022.

Your Council at Work



Here, you can see the Village’s Public Works hard at work this season.

In August, Village residents and elected o�cials were joined by 
community leaders from across the region for the annual Mayor’s 
Prayer Breakfast. The Breakfast is an opportunity for us to gather and 
re�ect on the past year, prepare for the year ahead and celebrate 
people and organizations from the Village.

The annual breakfast 
held the weekend 
before Labor Day 
(the Saturday before 
Labor Day was 
August 27th). During 
the event the Mayor 
gave out awards, 
provided information 
and had a minister 
pray for the 
community.
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In and Around the Village

News From The Vi l lage -  June 2022

Working for the Village

Annual Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast

The Village has new Facebook and Twitter 
accounts where we share information about things 
going on around Lincoln Heights. Please make 
sure to like our pages so you can get the latest! 

Mayor  |  Ruby Kinsey-Mumphrey
Vice Mayor  |  Jeannie Stinson
Councilwoman  |  Phyllis Baber
Councilwoman  |  Linda Childs-Jeter
Councilman  |  Daronce Daniels
Councilwoman  |  Tonya Key
Councilwoman  |  LaVerne Mitchell
Village Manager  |  Joyce Powdrill

513-733-5900

Village Information

Join us on social media Our Facebook page is 
facebook.com/VillageofLincolnHeights 
Twitter is @lincolnhgts46
While you’re at it, you should also 
check out our updated website:
www.vlho.org

Scenes from the Village

Top: (L to R) Vice Mayor Jeannie Stinson and Lester Parker
Left: (L to R) First row: Mr. Kevin Longino, Owner of Lincoln Heights Pizzeria. Second row: Mr. Eric Ru�n, Owner of ABEL Building Systems; Rev. Michael Pearl 
Recreation Coordinator at St. Monica’s Recreation Center; Ms. Nettie Mathews Community Activist; Village of Lincoln Heights Mayor, Ruby Kinsey-Mumphrey; 
Mr. Gregory Johnson, Chief Executive O�cer with C.M.H.A. (Cincinnati Metropolitan Housing Authority); Mr. Skip Markley, President of Die Craft Machining 
and Engineering. Third Row: Mr. Morris Hodge, owner of Rock Masters LLC

For the past couple months, you may have 
heard your elected o�cials talking about 
bringing free Wi-Fi to the Village. After delays 
in getting the equipment needed caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, we’re happy to announce 
that phase one will begin in January. In this 
phase, we will be creating the foundation for 
the network.

For years, internet service in the Village has 
been spotty at best and sometimes completely 
non-existent. Of course, you already knew that. 
Creating this network is a complex and 
expensive undertaking, so it is being completed 
in phases. PowerNet will be building the 
network, and they have already assembled a 

Phase One of Wi-Fi Project set for January
team to handle the equipment and ensure a 
best-in-class user experience. 

We’ll keep you informed as the system 
takes shape. The Wi-Fi network is a 
key piece of the Village’s 
strategic plan. Reliable, 
a�ordable internet service 
is every bit as important 
as paving streets and 
providing law 
enforcement.


